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I coubd see how intular certain prop
erties [in Mapa] that had been around
for a long time had become. We
wanted o look outward, as well a3
inward. So that was why we came up
with the concept of Bond.™

Bond is, as Hardan says, a covenant

between his team and the owners of

the six Bond hilkide vineyardi a pact
of fricidship, an oath of duty, and a
pledge of responasibilivy to develop a
wed
as authentic expresaons of these “thor-

diverse collection of wines conc

oughbred” propertics. Although the
wines come from single vineyards and
camprise mainky Cabernet Saurvignon,
cach has been given a proprictary
name rather than a varietal designa
tomn, which not only gives Levy flex
ibility with regard to the blends, but
underscores the goal of articulating
the character of place. They are wld
together in wonden cases containing a
bottle of each

Four of the six wines—Vecina, St
Eden, Fluribus, and Melbury—have
been introduced to date, While all of

them are spectaculir evocations of

therr individual femir, Melbury stands
out in the 2004 vimtage for it seamles
reconciliation of power and supple
grace. Grown northeait of Ruther-
ford, near Lake Hennewsey, this inky,
volupiuous wine gives off heady, spell-
anding anomedmas af blackberry, black
-.'hn.'r'r'g.. rosewater, and wildflowemn,
while it equally complex and protean
palate seems to shift and alter end-
lesasly, from Havers of blueberry and
mineral to Asian iplce blackberrv,
plum, and vialets. True to the defin-=
ing prindiple of Bond itself, the 2004
Melbury achieves beauniful unity in

mltiplicity. —HEFTT ANDEEMS

o, v bonderisie rom (§285)

f BT, A% MUCH a3 agriculmre, fur-

] nithed the inspiration for Annse
J'.H_ Bouche, a Pomeral=uyle wine
from MNapa Valley produced by legend-
ary winemaker Heicdh Barrett, formerdy
of Sereaming Eagle. When Barrett and
a |-.'-|:|gl:||:||r friend, restaurateur john

Schwarte, 'hr|_.:4|! oo dEsCLass |'|.u'l.,||-|b_- a
wWine :n.lg:ll:hﬂ_ they decyded o moe-
porate thetr muoiual love of fine 2
into the concept

Harrett angd Schwarte ook their cue
frome Chatean Mouton Rothschild.
which commisstons 3 different label
design from a prosninend annt for cach
wintage. However, the parnens go a step
further by producing 3 limited-edition
series ol Ilrhusr:ph-: of the urlgll'..ii
artwork., |'-r|||l:a.-|.1 on 2 19th-century
I'.1.|:||.1-|'-|'.I'.|'|:I pres; one o theese Lithao-
|:1'1.|'-I:|l. accomparnes cach ux-bottle
case of Amuse Bouche

Artd Wavne T hiebawd s creanon
graces the label of the Amuse Bouche
2008 have aeusebonchaatae oo, §20000
steclf an artdful compositon, Sulory red-
berry and cocoa scenigs grect the miowe,
wihbe o the [ul.in' thas luscioushy tex-
turedd, Merlot-bawed blend v awash in
rich black chermv pll.ull_ and a medley
of eanthy, exonc Hpices BA

-

Alchansgh naay & ."H.'.a;u Vallewy wine-

muaker will bowt the reghon a5 Cabermet



Saurvignon country, some of the mos
i -\.l'...r.||| T r.-h:u.q- L fssidie IPOE
Cabbornwh mod femoaticd wine don-
fialionn afe I |.i.|' |..'.|-|| :|||.I -\.'\-I'|||'|
Bordeanx grape: Methst, While some
eritics have argued that Merkit is oo
fleshy, too ey and beks the srueturne
il e« -:;||,l!._'\_|-.'\. isccewdiy bor exieinded
agings in the cellar, others hawe (rghtly
noded thae soveral of the most coneted
il bong=lived wines of Bordeaux
Chdbean Péorus and Chizean Le Pin, bos
e Merlot-based. Michacl

Polemnke, cntreprenciir sl propsictos

NS

of Blackbind Vincyands, b among the
Serlot admarers, and has releases seand
ot Mapas most beautiflly arios-
ited boutique wines. Located in the
Chak Kooll Dastrice, near Yountville,

s wineyard enjoys soil and

-
g conditiom serikingly similar

tr thise of Pomerol—a circumstance
reflected in the frudts quality. Whai
nature rendens, virtuoso winemaker
Sarah Gaont perfects in the Blackbind
Vineyards 2005 Proprietary Red Wina
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Khaledi, who founded the winery in

in the Shiras

1997. Having grown
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lar passion for this grape, and he brings

to his winemaking project a deep
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