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With decanting, the 2008 Contrarian presents fragrant aromas of  blackberry, black truffle, dark chocolate, and cloves. 
In harmony with the nose, the mid-palate exudes robust flavors of  black currant, blueberry, cherry, and coffee, alongside 
layers of  intricately structured tannins. The finish is round and balanced, providing persistent length of  flavor. 
Blackbird’s 2008 vintage wines offer incredible elegance and fruit concentration imparted by the low-yielding, high-
quality Napa Valley growing season. 

Blackbird Vineyards’ Contrarian is crafted by passion and instinct. This textured blend of  Merlot, Cabernet Franc and 
Cabernet Sauvignon possesses both an aromatic richness and subtle tannin profile. It exudes the Pomerol-inspired 
elegance Blackbird Vineyards’ wines are known for, while displaying the regal posture that comes from superior Napa 
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon. A wine to indulge in now and for decades to come, Contrarian’s uniquely supple structure 
flouts convention.

Vive les dif férences.. .
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Blackbird Vineyards
1330 Oak Knoll Avenue, Napa, CA 94558
(707) 252-4444 tel   •   (707) 252-9999 fax

www.blackbirdvineyards.com

 

WINEMAKER: Aaron Pott                         PRESIDENT: Paul Leary                      PROPRIETOR: Michael Polenske      
      
 

        

BLEND:      38% Merlot - 35% Cabernet Franc - 27% Cabernet Sauvignon
HARVEST:      October, 2008
RELEASE:      Spring, 2011
BARREL REGIME:     20 months in French Oak barrels - 70% new, 30% seasoned
PH:      3.83
TOTAL ACIDITY:    0.60
ALCOHOL:      14.5%
PRODUCTION:    336 cases
OPTIMUM DRINKING:   2011 - 2025

KEY ACCOLADES:     91 points - James Suckling
      90 points - Doug Wilder, The Purely Domestic Wine Blog
AVAILABILITY:    Regional
MARQUEEE ACCOUNTS:   Ritz Carlton San Francisco, Mandarin Oriental Miami,
      The French Laundry, Gotham Bar & Grill
FORMATS AVAILABLE:   750ml, 1.5L 
SRP:       $90.00 
TTB APPROVAL:   10119001000241


